I2O                 SAILOR     ON    HORSEBACK

June saw him published in an Eastern newspaper, the
Buffalo Express printing "From Dawson to the Sea," the
account of his nineteen-hundred-mile trip down the Yukon
in the open boat. Home Magazine ran his "Through the
Rapids on the Way to Klondike," and the Overland Monthly
continued its Alaskan series with "In a Far Country."
However, he had to wait until July to achieve really profes-
sional status, for in this month he had stories and articles
appearing in five periodicals, a miracle for a twenty-three-
year-old who had been writing for only nine months.
The American 'Journal of Education published two of his
articles on language and the use of verbs, indicating how
far he had come in his self-education, while The Owl,
Overland Monthly, and Tillotson Syndicate released short
stories.

Finding this gala month as much a cause for celebration
as the sale of his first two stories, Jack took his bicycle out of
pawn, called for Mabel, and rode with her into the hills.
This time when he laid his triumphs at her feet he noticed
that his sweetheart seemed sad. In answer to her direct
question he confessed that all five of the sales had netted him
only ten dollars in cash, with the possibility of another
$7.50 from the Overland Monthly^ which still owed him for
two back stories. Mabel broke down and wept with her head
in his lap. The year of their engagement was already half
over, and to Mabel's mind Jack's lean earnings from his
successful stories only proved that they could never marry
or live on his income as a writer. She herself would have
been willing to share his poverty, but Mrs. Applegarth had
made it forcefully clear that she could not marry Jack until
he was making a substantial living.

Jack had brought along a number of his new manuscripts,
which he read to her eagerly to prove that it was only a
matter of time before the rich Eastern magazines would
begin buying. In the face of his booming confidence that his
work was true and strong, that it was unlike anything
being written in America, Mabel at last garnered the
courage to tell him that she did not like it, that the stories